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> Key websites

Qatar eGovernment Portal
WWWw.gov.qa

Qatar Financial Center Regulatory
Authority
www.gfcra.com

National Tourism Council
www.visitqatar.qa/NationalTourismCouncil

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
www.mofa.gov.qa

The Ministry of Education and Higher
Education
www.edu.gov.qga

Ministry of Municipality and Environment
www.mme.gov.qga

Qatar Central Bank
www.qcb.gov.qa

Qatar Olympic Committee
www.olympic.qga

KAHRAMAA
www.km.com.ga

Planning and Statistics department
www.mdps.gov.ga

Qatar Chamber
www.qgatarchamber.com

Ministry of Finance
www.mof.gov.ga

Ministry of Administrative Development,
Labor and Social Affairs
www.adlsa.gov.qa

Free Zone Authority
https://qstp.org.qa

|

QFC Authority
www.gfc.com.qa

Public Works Authority
www.ashghal.gov.qa

Hamad Medical Corporation
www.hmc.org.qa

Ministry of Interior
WWww.moi.gov.ga

Ministry of Public Health
www.moph.gov.qga

Ministry of Culture and Sport
WWW.MOoCs.gov.ga

Qatar Investment Authority
www.(gia.qa

Ministry of Justice
WWW.Mmoj.gov.qa

General Customs Authority
www.customs.gov.qa

Qatar Petroleum
www.gp.com.qga

Ministry of Transport and Communication
www.ictqatar.qa

Ministry of Commerce and Industry
www.moci.gov.qga

Qatar Economic Zones
www.manateq.qa




Does Qatar provide incentives to investors?

« Aland can be allocated for a foreign investment project by way of use or renewable rent

« The foreign investor has the right to import what is necessary for the establishment, operation
or expansion of his investment project.

e The investor may be exempt from income tax.

»  Non-Qatari investment projects are exempted from customs on necessary machinery and
equipment.

« Non-Qatari investment project in the industrial field may be exempted from customs fees on
imports of necessary equipment and machinery for production

« Based on the proposal of the Minister, the Council of Ministers may grant incentives and other
privileges for investment projects.

Other Privileges:

« Non-Qatari investment, direct or indirect, shall not be subject to expropriation or any equivalent
act unless for public interest and in a non-discriminatory manner.

« Aninvestor shall be entitled to conduct money transfers pertaining to their investments from and
to Qatar without delay in any convertible currency.

« Non-Qatari investors are entitled to transfer the ownership of an investment to another non-
Qatari investors or relinquish it in favor of a national investor in the case of a joint venture.

How can an investor secure land to set up his industrial project?

The investor may visit the following entities to inquire about industrial areas or any other technical
issues:

e Ministry of Commerce and Industry - www.moci.gov.qga

e Manateq Company - www.manateq.qa

Can an investor simultaneously apply for more than one project?
A non-Qatari investor may apply for more than one project in authorized sectors in line with Law No.
1 of 2019

Can a non-Qatari investor establish a project without a Qatari partner?
Pursuant to Investment Law No. 1 of 2019, a non-Qatari investor may invest up to 100 percent of the
project capital across all economic sectors.

Will I be charged any fees when applying for a business at the Invest in Qatar Center?

No fees shall be charged by the Invest in Qatar Center until after a Ministerial Decision is issued and
the incorporation process begins.

How long will it take to process a non-Qatari investment application?

After obtaining approval / securing a ministerial decision for a non-Qatari investment project, the

investor can kick off incorporation procedures.

Can an investor add new activities when expanding his investment project?
A non-Qatari investor may apply for more than one activity related to the existing project.

Can a company amend its capital or activity after securing ministerial approval?

| 22

A non-Qatari investor may apply for amendments using the specific form on the Ministrys>s website.

How can non-Qatari investors inquire about investing in Qatar?
The Invest in Qatar Center at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry is responsible for answering
investors’ inquiries.

Should an investor open a bank account in Qatar?
A non-Qatari investor wishing to establish an investment project in any of the permitted sectors must
open an account with a bank operating in Qatar.

Does the Invest in Qatar Center offer any financial support to investors?
The Invest in Qatar Center does not provide any financial support. The Center is a service provider that
seeks to facilitate and streamline non-Qatari investment applications leading to a ministerial decision.

Are there any agencies that provide financing for investors?
Various financial institutions in Qatar offer financing including banks whom investors can contact
directly.

How long does it take for the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to issues a decision pertaining to a
non-Qatari investment project?

A decision pertaining to the application shall be issued within fifteen days from the date of receiving

the required documents, and the concerned party shall be notified. If the investor does not receive a

response within fifteen days, the application shall be considered rejected.

Is the investor allowed to appeal the decision if his investment application is rejected?

A person whose application has been rejected may appeal the decision of the Minister of Commerce
and Industry within fifteen days from the date of being informed of the decision or from the date that
the application is considered rejected.

When will the appeal be considered?

The Minister shall decide on the appeal within 30 days from the date of its submission. If no decision
is issued during this period, it shall be considered an implicit rejection of the appeal and the decision
of the Minister will be final.
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How do | incorporate a company in Qatar?
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has developed a new system to process non-Qatari
investment applications through the online submission of required forms.

Which legal entities can | incorporate in Qatar?

According to Companies Law No. 11 of 2015, companies incorporated in Qatar include the following
legal entities: a limited liability company; a limited liability company owned by one person; a limited
liability partnership; a joint liability company; a public joint stock company; and a private joint stock
company.

Which Special Economic Zones in Qatar provide support for non-Qatari investors seeking to launch
their own industrial / logistic project?
There are three special economic zones in Qatar:

Ras Bufontas

Um Alhoul

Al Karaana

Mesaieed Industrial Zone

For more details please visit: www.manateq.qga

Can | register a company in Qatar without a local partner?

Under Qatari Investment Law No. 1 of 2019, any non-Qatari investor may invest in all sectors except

banks, insurance companies, commercial agencies or any other field as per a decision by the Council
of Ministers.

What is the minimum required capital for incorporating a company?

There is no minimum capital. The required capital depends on the size of the project to be established
in Qatar.

When can an investor launch his business?

Following the approval of the competent department at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
of a non-Qatari investment project, the investor can proceed with the project after obtaining the
commercial registration and license from relevant authorities

Do investment activities require licenses from competent authorities?
Non-Qatari investors should obtain the necessary licenses for some activities as required.



Investment sectors open to non-Qataris
Key available sectors
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Investment incentives offered to non-Qataris

A land can be allocated for a foreign investment project by way of use or renewable rent

The foreign investor has the right to import what is necessary for the establishment, operation
or expansion of his investment project.

The investor may be exempt from income tax.

Non-Qatari investment projects are exempted from customs on necessary machinery and
equipment.

Non-Qatari investment project in the industrial field may be exempted from customs fees on
imports of necessary equipment and machinery for production

Based on the proposal of the Minister, the Council of Ministers may grant incentives and other
privileges for investment projects.

> Other privileges

«  Non-Qatari investment, direct or indirect, shall not be subject to expropriation or any
equivalent act unless for public interest and in a non-discriminatory manner.

»  Non-Qatari investors shall be entitled to conduct money transfers pertaining to their
investments from and to Qatar without delay in any convertible currency.

»  Non-Qatari investors are entitled to transfer the ownership of an investment to another non-

Qatari investors or relinquish it in favor of a national investor in the case of a joint venture.

> Visa categories

Citizens of more than 80 countries are entitled to enter Qatar without securing a visa prior to their

arrival and reside in Qatar for different periods depending on their nationality. Citizens of exempted

countries do not have to make any prior arrangements to obtain a visa, and instead can obtain a v
exemption upon arrival in Qatar after presenting a valid passport with an expiry date of not less th
six (6) months and a booked return flight.

Types of visas issued by the diplomatic, consular and representative missions of Qatar abroad
through the electronic system:

Official Visas Business visas Tourist visa
GCC Resident Visas Joint Tourist Visa Visas of GCC_cmzens
(Qatar and Oman) companions

isa
an

For more info concerning the above mentioned visas, please visit the Ministry of Interior's website:

WWW.MOoci.gov.ga
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Accomplishing a Vision

Qatar Financial Centre
The Qatar Financial Centre is a global business and financial centre, providing a platform for
investors to operate in Qatar as well as to expand their activities to and from the Middle East.

Hamad Port

Managed by Mwani Qatar and under the supervision of the Ministry of Transport and
communications, Hamad Port, is one of the largest ports in the Middle East with annual capacity
of 7.5 million containers and is a long-term, physical manifestation of the Qatar National Vision
2030 which focuses on economic development

Hamad Port has been equipped with the latest technologies for port operation including the
highest standards of safety and security, including a customs inspection area for rapid cargo
clearance (5,600 containers per day), and a ship inspection platform.

Qatar Rail

Qatar is implementing four major projects as part of the Qatar Rail Development Program,
including:

« Doha Metro

« Long-distance passenger train

« Long-distance freight train

« Light rail system
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Musheireb

Musheireb is a major project by Musheireb Real Estate Company that will recreate and revive the
old commercial center in the heart of Doha. The QR 20 billion project features the development
of 31 hectares of the old business district based on a modern architectural design inspired by
Qatans architectural heritage.

Lusail City Development

Lusail City is Qatari Diar’s flagship project. More than just another development, it is a sustainable
andcomprehensively plannedcity.

Spanning an area of 38 square kilometers, the city is home to 4 islands and 19 mixed-use
commercial, residential and recreational zones, making it an integrated city with entertainment,
residential and public facilities.

The city will accommodate 200,000 residents, 170,000 working professionals, and 80,000
visitors, bringing the total number to 450,000 people.

Lusail is home to numerous facilities, residential units and office space, and hotels developed
in accordance with the highest architectural standards based on various international models,
positioning the city as an attractive real estate investment destination in Qatar.

Logistics Village Qatar

The Logistics Village offers flexible and customized designs to meet the logistics needs of each
client. The Logistics Village enables GWC to offer practical service offerings at the customens
request. The components of the project are as follows:

« 1,000,000 square meters site

« 370,000 square meters of warehouses and distribution centers

« 58,300 square meters of open yards

« 47,100square meters of container depots

« 75,000 square meters of residential and recreational facilities



Procedures for the submission of a non-Qatari
investment application ‘D.bLl.D strategically located economic zones. Manateq is committed to supporting a wide range

. of business sectors through the development of local entities while continuing to attract
a8 dyalaisyl Glaliodl dpd . . . . :
ECONOMIC ZONES COMPANY, QATAR international investments, businesses and partnerships.

'-l ] Manateq Economic Zones Company
.E 3 Manateq acts a catalyst for change within the framework of a national initiative aimed at
-

diversifying Qatars economy through the development of world-class infrastructure in

Submit the application online
via the website or through the
Invest in Qatar center

The application shall be submitted with
the preliminary recommendation to the
concerned department for a decision

Al Karaana Economic Zone

Al Karaana is a Special Economic Zone designed to support specialized industries and logistics
services. Spanning an area of 38.43km2, it is strategically located half way between Doha and
Abu Samra.

In case of

approval._the Mesaieed Industrial Zone
commercial Located within Mesaieed Industrial City (MIC) and only 40 kilometers south of Doha, Mesaieed

Prepare the required documents and The application shall be register shall Industrial Zone is a hub for the petrochemical, chemical fertilizer, oil refining, metallurgical,
papers by visiting the Ministry of examined by the Invest in be issued workshops and primary building material sectors.
Commerce and Industry website at: Qatar center at the Ministry of

www.invest.gov.ga Commerce and Industry

Projects under development in Qatar

Qatar Free Zone Authority
Global trade through the Gulf region, offers flexibility across various fields, including industries,
logistics or technology QFZA's main objective is to contribute to the development and prosperity

of the Qatari economy through industrial development and free zones. The Free Zones Authority
is ready to create a key link in the global corporate value chain based on a clear strategy
emanating from the Qatar National Vision 2030.

Um Alhoul Special Economic Zone

An area of 34 km?, Um Alhoul is perfectly located to facilitate access to the rest of the world
via the sea. This Special Economic Zone is situated next to Hamad Port, and is ideally situated
to serve the Northern Gulf area and beyond. With its close proximity to the Port it is set to
be a dominant gateway for Qatar’s imports and exports in the following industries: marine
industries, electrical equipment, food & beverage, building materials, metals and machinery,
petrochemicals.

Ras Bufontas Special Economic Zone

Situated adjacent to Doha's new Hamad International Airport and new port, Ras Bufontas
is home to the following industries: healthcare, medical devices, aviation and automotive
industries, advanced technology, logistics and business services.

Jery Al Samur

Jery Al Samur Logistics Park is designed for the distribution of land-based goods and materials,
throughout Qatar and the wider region. An area of 741,356 m?, situated adjacent to the Planned
Truck Route between Al Rayyan and Lusail, Jery Al Samur Logistics Park is set to become an
important warehousing and distribution centre.

Birkat Al Awamer

Birkat Al Awamer Logistics Park is ideal for companies that seek to build their own facility,
with the option to build their own showrooms, offices, and worker accommodation in the plot.
Offering plots vary in size starting from 1000 m?

With an area of 9,381,885 m? Birkat Al Awamer is in close proximity to gateways such as
Hamad Port, and Um Alhoul Free Zone.

Birkat Al Awamens has been designed for the establishment of modern warehouse and
workshops facilities to serve the local market for long-term lease period of 25 years.

Aba Saleel

Aba Saleel Logistics Park serves as a major logistics area, providing investors with the perfect
breeding ground for their business, and the infrastructure required to cater their needs. Offering
plot sizes of that, this Park is ideal for small enterprises. Land plots are 1000 sqm

Al Wakra

AlWakra Logistics Park is one of several logistics facilities that promote an efficient, sustainable,
and modern supply chain of goods and materials throughout Qatar.

With an area of 4,445,177 m2, Al Wakra Logistics Park is in close proximity to gateways such as
Hamad International Airport and Hamad Port as well as the orbital expressway and Um Alhoul
Free Zone. It is part of a Gateway Triangle system that supports the flow of goods and materials
by air, sea, and land.

Commercial Plots

The Logistics parks located in the Southern region of Qatar is one of the largest economic
projects, as it covers three areas, Al-Wakra, Birkat Al Awamer and Aba Saleel, and consists
of 119 commercial plots that will serve the region in general and those who work therein in
particular.

Bou Qalila

Al Kharsana projects are one of the leading economic projects in of Qatar, playing an effective
role in meeting currents shortage in this industrial sector. The land offering aims to provide an
opportunity for companies and investors to participate in the development of this sector and to
bolster competition, which will lead to increased supply and stable prices in the marke.
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> Why Qatar?
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> The Ministry of Commerce and Industry

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry seeks to promote a diversified economy and a self-reliant
private sector within the framework of a competitive business environment that protects consumer
rights and ensures that traders honor their obligations towards consumers.

The Ministry is spearheading efforts to bolster sustainable trade and industrial growth in a fair and
stimulating business environment through policy making, investment diversification, the regulation
and supervision of markets, the protection of consumer rights and the development of public
policies. Through these policies, the Ministry aims to promote national industries while regulating
industrial activities and the use of industrial areas under its supervision.

> Invest in Qatar Center

The Center examines non-Qatari investment applications, answers investor inquiries, and provides
comprehensive information about the local business environment, current and future investment
projects, as well as the incentives provided by the State. Through these measures, the center aims to
strengthen the relation between potential investors and government entities and help investors set
up businesses in Qatar.

Support provided by the Invest in Qatar center to
non-Qatari investors:

Guiding and
familiarizing
investors with point to apply
legislations, and submit

requirements inquiries

Explaining
investment
incentives and

Providing
assistance to
help investors
overcome any

obstacles

One contact

how qualified
investors can
apply and procedures




Qatar’s economic and business environment
Growth and economic development

Trade Balance (Current Prices)

Value (QR million)

Q12017 Q2 2017 Q32017 Q4 2017 Q12018 Q2 2018

Indicator

Total exports of goods and services 74,674 74,002 76,492 84,976 87,752 91,936

Total exports of goods (FOB) 59,348 57,555 60,333 68,458 71,528 75,773

Total imports of goods and services 58,485 53,816 52,810 61,270 58,948 59,268

Total imports (CIF) 29,845 25,599 24,431 32,112 30,163 30,051

Trade balance 16,189 20,186 23,682 23,706 28,804 32,668
1st 6th 8th

in terms of venture
capital availability in

in terms of the effect of taxes
on competitionin 2018

in terms of low inflation
rates in 2018

2018
14th 9th Non-oil sector
on the road quality in terms of financing small contribution to GDP at

index for 2018 and medium enterprises 52%

(SMEs) in 2018

> Qatar’s economic and business environment

Qatar’s ease of doing business rank for 2017-2018

Qatar is ranked 83 among 190 countries in the ease of business 2018

Electricity dealing with Starting a
connection construction permits business

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018

Registering

Paying taxes —

2017 2018

2017 2018

Economically active population (+15) by gender and
occupation 2017

Economic Activity ‘ Total Economic Activity Total
Legislators, senior management and 10.732 Construction 847,759
y
managers Trade 255,112
Exports 30,241
i ! Activities of households employing 172.406
Technicians and assistants 17,426 individuals !
Clerks 27,286 Manufacturing 144,226
Service workers and salesperson 8,262 Other service activities 16,118
Skilled workers in agriculture and fishing 42 Mining and quarrying 99,509
Craftsmen and related occupations 4,621 Public administration and defense; and 81.837
) ) mandatory social security ’
Machine and equipment operators and 1.428
assemblers ! Transport and storage 60,254
Regular occupations 3,906 Administrative and support services
L 87,575
activities
Accommodation and dining activities 73,943
Education 47,313
ACtI‘VIlIES in the area of human health and 32,966
social work
Financial and insurance activities 15,372
Real estate activities 11,643

1



Qatar’'s economic and business environment Qatar’s economic and business environment
General Information Growth and economic development

Qatar has witnessed remarkable economic development in recent years as a result of significant
investments in various sectors, particularly the non-oil sector. These investments are aimed at
diversifying and expanding the country’s economic base.

Key economic indicators

Value millions of QR Millions

Indicators
Q12017 ‘ Q2 2017 ‘ Q32017 ‘ Q42017 ‘ Q12018 ‘ Q2 2018
Gross domestic product (current prices) 149,927 145,504 150,194 161,996 167,105 171,514
Percentage Change (Quarterly) 2.7 -3.0 3.2 7.9 3.2 2.6
Percentage Change (Annually) 14.5 8.3 6.5 10.9 1.5 17.9
Al Kaaban : :
PY Gross domestic product (fixed prices 2013) 196,523 199,298 206,292 206,744 200,357 204,365
Al Ghoueiriya @
Percentage Change (Quarterly) -1.8 1.4 35 0.2 -3.1 2.0
A K:f:z:"a Percentage Change (Annually) 1.5 0.8 0.7 33 2.0 25
or
o Alsmia e e il dndetiactioh 48,940 | 45989 | 47,184 | 53868 | 57,364 | 62,830
Smesma sector at current prices
Percentage Change (Quarterly) 9.1 -6.0 2.6 14.2 6.5 9.5
Zekrit Percentage Change (Annually) 32.0 16.3 11.0 20.1 17.2 36.6
[ ] ) Umm Salal @
Dukhan Hispeanz @ Total value added of th ining sector at
otat value acded of the non-mining sectorat | 149 987 | 99,515 | 103,010 | 108,128 | 109,741 | 108,684
AlRayyan @ current prices
Percentage Change (Quarterly) -0.2 -1.5 35 5.0 1.5 -1.0
@® Um Bab
Percentage Change (Annually) 7.7 5.0 4.5 6.9 8.7 9.2
Government revenues 46,073 40,573 32,590 41,276 50,479 54,941
Government expenditures 54,262 46,619 43,097 51,929 49,437 48,876
© AlKersans Fiscal Balance -8,189 -6,046 | -10,507 | -10,653 1,042 6,065
Ratio of the fiscal balance of GDP % -5.4 -4.2 -7.0 -6.6 0.6 35

AlKharar @

Index Number (2013 = 100)

Indicator
Q12017 | Q22017 ‘ Q32017 ‘ Q42017 ‘ Q12018 ‘ Q22018
Consumer Price Index (CPI) 108.40 108.20 108.50 108.80 109.30 108.60
Annual percentage change (%) 0.90 0.60 -0.10 0.30 0.80 0.20
Product Price Index (PPI) 55.90 53.50 52.70 60.20 66.00 68.60
Annual percentage change (%) 29.00 19.00 13.10 17.70 18.10 28.20




> Qatar National Vision 2030

The National Vision aims at transforming Qatar into a developed country capable of
achieving sustainable development by 2030 and ensuring a prosperous future for its
people. The Qatar National Vision 2030 rests on four key pillars:

e Human development: To empower and enable Qatar’s people to sustain a
prosperous society.

e Social development: Social development, which aims to develop a just and
secure society based on good morals and social welfare, and capable of
interacting with other societies and playing an important role in the global
partnership for development

e Economic Development: Developing a diversified and competitive national
economy capable of meeting the needs of its citizens at present and in the future
and securing a high standard of living.

e Environmental development: Ensuring harmony and consistency between
economic and social development and environmental protection

> Qatar’s economic and business environment

General Information

Public Holidays
Eid AL Fitr, Eid Al Adha, National
Day Dec 18", National Sports

Day (2 Tuesday of February) Currency

Qatari Riyal

Climate

Mild desert climate, hot
summers, warm winters
with rare rainfall

Exchange Rate
Fixed exchange
rate US$ 1 = QR 3.65

Weekend Local Time
Friday and Saturday GMT +3
Driving Side
Right

Working Hours
Public Sector,
7 a.m. -2 p.m. Private,
Sector 8 a.m. - 12:00pm

4p.m.-8p.m.
Population
2,668,415 International
Phone Code
Official Language +974
Arabic, English widely
spoken



The Ministry’s
message

Under the wise guidance of His Highness Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani, the
Emir, Qatar has established itself as a leading regional and global business and
investment hub despite regional crises and economic challenges.

Qatar’s success in developing its various industries demonstrated the country's
economic resilience and its ability to weather challenges, and cementing its position
as an influential political, economic and trade hub in the region. Thanks to the
wise strategies and initiatives undertaken by the State, Qatar has gained investor
confidence while seeking policies to promote self-sufficiency and open its economy
to the world in line with its National Vision 2030, which aims at transforming Qatar
into a developed country capable of achieving sustainable development.

In this context, Qatar has sought to strengthen its trade and investment relations
with its various strategic partners worldwide and to promote a business-friendly
environment to attract domestic and foreign investments. The State has capitalized
on its strategic location between East and West to attract foreign direct investments,
while adhering to international conventions and agreements, including WTO
agreements. Qatar has also adopted best international practices in the field of
commercial arbitration amid an investment boom, driven by the implementation of
major development projects within the framework of the Qatar National Vision 2030
and in preparation for the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

The State has also succeeded in establishing business-friendly administrative and
legislative frameworks by enacting laws that enable foreign companies, looking to
expand their activities beyond Qatar to regional markets, up to 100% ownership
across all economic and trade sectors. Qatar has also amended some provisions
of its Free Zones Law and is introducing a new law regulating public and private
partnerships. In parallel, Qatar is working on streamlining investor services
including the terms and procedures pertaining to the issuance of commercial and
industrial licenses. Foreign companies also benefit from an advanced infrastructure
and logistics network, including Hamad port and Qatar Airways cargo services
through Hamad International Airport as well as economic zones and industrial and
logistics areas to meet all investors’ needs.

Ministry of Commerce and Industry
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The Invest in Qatar handbook offers non-Qatari investors a brief

overview of the country’s economy and regulatory framework,

general information about the local market and the key procedures
to secure a new trade license or modify an existing one.

The information in this brochure is accurate at the time of publication,

but the Ministry of Commerce and Industry cannot guarantee the

accuracy and comprehensiveness of the following data over time and
in the event of any significant change.

All rights reserved to the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Doha - State of Qatar



